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2016 Singapore Grand Prix
Marina Bay Street Circuit

Marina Bay Street Circuit , 18.09.2016, 19:43 Time

USPA NEWS - - Silver Arrows claim double podium after intense battle on the streets of Singapore. Nico today took his 22nd career
victory ““ his first at the Marina Bay Street Circuit and eighth of the 2016 season so far on his 200th Grand Prix start.

Nico Rosberg -

That was a fantastic weekend! In the past the Singapore track has not treated me so well, so this win is a very special one and an
even more emotional one for me. The weekend started perfectly with a good qualifying session. Then, | had a good start and was able
to keep the Red Bulls and the Ferraris behind me ““ both of which had beaten us comfortably last year.

It was a bit tight at the end after Daniel [Ricciardo] did a clever pit stop timing wise. If | would have also pitted | would have come out
behind him because | was stuck in traffic on my in-lap, so we chose the best strategy to stay out and a big thanks to the team for that.
It’s great that we learned from our mistakes last year and won at what is clearly a Red Bull track. This shows the competence and
strength of our engineering group. | look forward to Malaysia now ““ but first | will definitely celebrate this win tonight!

Lewis Hamilton -

A difficult day and a difficult weekend. At one stage it looked like | might even miss out on the podium but fortunately it didn"t work out
that way. It was an okay start. | didn’t lose any ground which is a good thing after the last one. But then | was struggling so much after
the Safety Car went in. The brakes were near critical temperature for most of the race, so | kept having to back off to cool them down.

| then ended up making a mistake and ran wide which let Kimi past. Fortunately, with the car a bit lighter, | was able to bring the
temperatures down, push a bit more on fresh tyres and get back past him in the stops. Pace and strategy weren’t the issue ““ it was all
down to the brakes. | was just watching the leaders pull away right from the start, so P2 was the maximum today. If that’s the worst
weekend of the year, I'll definitely take it. These things are sent to try us and now I'm just looking forward to the next one and a chance
to give it another shot. | need a couple of strong weekends to get back to where | need to be.

Toto Wolff, Head of Mercedes-Benz Motorsport -

What an incredible race: that was F1 at its best today. Nico did a perfect job all weekend ““ after the stunning lap yesterday in
qualifying, he managed his race in the most controlled way today, all the way to the final metres. We wanted to make a third stop with
him but Ricciardo put in a stunning out-lap after his final stop ““ and Nico had traffic on the lap, which cost him time.

When those factors combined, they meant he would have lost the position, so he had to tough it out in the lead ““ and he just made it.
Initially we thought it would be comfortable, then it became clear it would be very close, and we saved all the tricks and engine modes
for the final laps so he could fend off Ricciardo if he needed to. As for Lewis, it was a great recovery to come back to the podium after
a difficult first half of the race and a tricky weekend. It just shows how important all the practice laps are if you want to reach the perfect
set-up and preparation for the race ““ and we didn’t give those to Lewis this weekend, which left him on the back foot from Saturday
onwards.

Taking a step back from the race, though, most of all | want to congratulate our team. A year ago this circuit, we were nowhere; today,
we have come away with a double podium and an amazing win. It shows that we are able to learn the lessons of our failures and turn
them into strengths. Next we head to Malaysia, another circuit where we failed to win last year, and we will be aiming to turn that
around, too.

Paddy Lowe, Executive Director (Technical) -

o

What a tense race! It could so easily have been second and fourth today ““ but some good strategy calls, strong pit stops, great driving



and a decent slice of luck got us a hard-earned double podium. A fantastic weekend for Nico to pick up pole and the win on his 200th
Grand Prix weekend. well-deserved.

A great job too from Lewis after a tough few days here in Singapore. He didn’t quite have the car underneath him this weekend for
reasons we need to study in more detail. But overall we can be very pleased to come away with first and third at a circuit which is
notoriously demanding on cars, teams and drivers alike. Congratulations once again to all of the engineering team on the great job
they‘ve done to understand the issues of last year and come back to claim the win at arguably the toughest race of the season.
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